the Americas, North and South, into the area of study. 4 The Age of Constitutions in the Americas must include Latin America and the Caribbean.
Various initial works by Lauren Benton, Elizabeth Dale, Richard J. Ross, and others in the area coalesce to suggest this approach. Constitution making continued questions of empire, jurisdiction, sovereignty, and legal pluralism extant in preconstitutional or protoconstitutional orders. 5 Benton has explored the complexities of the colonial Atlantic legal world whose institutions from the fifteenth through the end of the eighteenth centuries "stretch[ed] from the Iberian Americas, to Christian Europe, coastal and Islamic Africa, and into the vast Indian Ocean [to form] part of a single international regime." 6 Similarly, in A Search for Sovereignty, Benton asks the reader to conceptualize "empire" as territorially porous, legally and spatially uneven, riddled with "corridors of control," and with vast areas of emptiness. 7 In keeping with these cues, Dale urges a "legal history of the Americas" for the seventeenth century that reaches beyond British North America to consider "New Spain, New France, the New Netherlands, and Native Americans." 8 An early experiment produced the contributions to The Many Legalities of Early America, and experiments in this vein have led to new understandings of the colonial world, such as Ross's explorations of legal communication. 9 Similarly, Robert J. Cottrol's study of race in the Americas demonstrates the success of expanding our enquiries beyond national borders in the region.' 0 As suggested by these works and Colley's article, the approach may be applied to questions of constitutional history. Written constitutions in this formative period were often a complicated response to the imperial legal pluralism revealed in these studies."
What has to be considered in such an enquiry? Examining this Age of Constitutions, or as Colley puts it, this "contagion of constitutions," scholars must consider at least five essential collections of sources for this founding era of written constitutions.
12 These are documents and accounts related to: (1) the United States Constitution and state constitutions, (2) English constitutional practices, (3) the French Revolution and the republic constitutions, (4) 12. In light of the contagion analogy, perhaps terms such as "transplant," "borrowing," and "migration," should be abandoned in favor of practices borrowed from epidemiology, so that the legal historian will undertake constitutional outbreak analysis using articles of constitutions and drafters' notes to identify marker constitutional strands. comparative purposes, Billias traces and reports on seven chronological echoes in world constitutionalism.1 5 His first three echoes have some overlap with the Age of Constitutions discussed here. They deal with Europe from 1776 to 1800, Latin America from 1811 to 1900, and Europe from 1800 to 1848, and cover the influence of these texts in Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, Switzerland, and numerous countries of Latin America.1 6 This ambitious and useful work also reveals an important limit in the field: as concepts and structures move from one iteration to the next it becomes difficult to trace the source or inspirations directly to a known text within the corpus of constitutional materials.
Although the role of English constitutionalism in relationship to the United States is a central and well-explored theme for this period, its influence in other countries is much less understood. Colley's contribution significantly advances the scholarship in this area. She correctly notes the important place England, and specifically London, had as an intellectual hub for Latin American independence leaders and thinkers.1 7 She also explores Jeremy Bentham's activities peddling his constitutional wares to Latin America, an intriguing subject inviting further study, and illuminates John Cartwright's projects for home and abroad, including Buenos Aires, Colombia, Guatemala, Spain, and Mexico.
1 8 Influences, however, were not always direct, as Billias reminds us, and an important path for English constitutionalism to other areas of the world was through Cddiz, where English models were frequently employed in the debates of the deputies. 59-88. The recent bicentennial of this constitution has produced a sizeable amount of scholarship and numerous international symposia. Fernando Reviriego Pic6n, La constitution." 24 The political, military, and economic importance of America figured into its provisions as much as the importance of peninsular Spain, and its text was highly influential in Latin American constitutional developments. The trans-Atlantic aspects of this constitution, with its selective promulgation throughout the Spanish empire and its subsequent effects on Latin American constitutions, have been the subject of numerous studies. 25 The drafting of its text, the text itself, and its implementation raise questions concerning this constitution's imperial aspirations, racial classification of citizens, maintenance of Catholicism as a state religion, notions of constitutional monarchy, and liberal ideology. The promulgation of the Constitution Cddiz in Florida provided residents of North America-Spaniards, Native Americans, Anglo-Americans, resident Europeans, slaves and others-an experience of a constitutional regime other than regimes based on the United States Constitution and state constitutions during this founding era. 26 Just as London served as an intellectual hub, Cddiz was a center for constitutionalist thought that traveled the same uneven imperial paths described previously. Some former deputies at the Cortes in Cddiz returned to their nascent republics and went on to political service. They served in constitutional assemblies in their new countries. For example, Miguel Ramos Arispe was a key figure in the construction of the Mexican federal state, and Jos& Joaquin Olmedo and Vicente Rocafuerte were subsequently presidents of Ecuador. 27 JOs6 Miguel Gordoa y Barrio held various political positions after his return to Mexico and was a deputy to the Mexican Constituent Congress in 1824. 28 Their constitutional experiences travelled with them to these newly independent countries.
Haitian independence was a recent political event that shaped constitutional thought during this period. In the Atlantic world, the fear caused by the Reign of Terror of the French Revolution was matched by accounts of the violence of the Haitian Revolution. The idea that a successful revolution might be led by slaves created panic in the minds of colonial leaders. 29 The status of slavery and citizenship was addressed in light of this recent and, to the Atlantic 61ites, terrifying event. 30 Provisions from Haitian constitutions were influential as texts that evoked reactions rather than emulation.
Constitutions were not only the product of contagion. Drafters also often appealed to the historicity of their proposed texts. Assertions of historicity provided a competing justification for new constitutional texts. Such assertions might reflect honest adaptations of prior practices or might be rhetorical devices to distance a text from foreign influences or claims of novelty. As Colley notes with reference to Daniel Hulsebosch, constitutions are constructed from imperial materials. Hulsebosch's assertion about American constitutionalism might easily be paraphrased for Latin America with only two changes: "Although crown officials and parliamentary legislation were gone, the legacies of Spanish rule-its legal institutions, practices, and languages-remained as the raw materials for the Latin American constitutions." ' In the Age of Constitutions, drafters throughout the Americas .wrote new constitutions from the remains of empire and from the discrete texts that circulated throughout the region.
